


Upper Merrimack Monitoring Program (UMMP)

The bug night schedule is finalized and the bug night flyer prepared, the Crustacean Science
Monitor. Look for the flyer in your mailbox; it is also online at our website. The stereoscopes
were sent out for repairs, but Steve has not yet received an estimate for the repair cost.

Permits

The wetland permit for the Concord boathouse was reviewed. UMRLAC voiced unanimous
support for the boathouse and noted Concord Planning Commission and City Council support
for the project. The boathouse will be constructed on land at the Everett Sports Center.
UMRLAC will prepare comments on: 1) the use of rip rap at the bank instead of other more
naturalized forms of erosion control, 2) removal of the paved swale, 3) use of a rain garden to
reduce stormwater runoff from the building and 3) does the proposal cause a net increase in
impervious surface near the river. Comments are due by December 13™.

NH DOT gave UMRLAC notice of the upcoming culvert replacement at Exit 1, I-393.
Apparently, the culvert has failed and a sinkhole has formed. UMRLAC also looked over SPNHF
wetlands restoration final report and project closeout. No comments are necessary.

Miscellaneous

Michele noted that Merrimack River is not part of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Program.
Designation as a Wild & Scenic River would improve opportunities for obtaining land protection
funding. UMRLAC decided to invite representatives of the program to give a presentation on
the program and the different levels of protection. The Lamprey River has the scenic and
recreational designation and based on their 15 years worth of experience with this designation it
is worth investigating for the Merrimack.

Miscellaneous

1) UMRLAC's 20" anniversary celebration events, timeline, and assignments will be discussed
during the February meeting.

2) UMRLACers received a Spirit of New Hampshire Award. Several members were in
attendance for the awards.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Submitted by Gary Lynn
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