Draft Abstract and Common Goals

Subject: Draft Abstract and Common Goals

From: Claire Lund <Claire.Lund@gza.com>

Date: Sun, 31]ul 2022 13:42:51 +0000

To: "Ives, Wayne" <CHRISTOPHER.W.IVES@des.nh.gov>

CC: "Michele L. Tremblay, naturesource communications" <MLT@naturesource.net>, "Landry, Steve" <STEPHEN.C.LANDRY @des.nh.gov>

Morning:

| am going to be away for part of this week so | wanted to send along these documents for your
review/comment/editing. The first contains a draft abstract as was discussed for trying to secure funding for updating
the plan. I’'m not sure if | captured the essence of what was discussed so feel free to edit away and my feelings will
definitely not be hurt. The only other thing | thought of after | drafted this was whether we wanted to include the
development of a repository of common goals and action items in similar plans as part of our work - which leads to
the second attachment.

| reviewed the three plans presented at the last meetings and summarized some common goals at the end of the
Ag-Forest write-up document (attached). | was wondering if we could discuss these common goals at our next
meeting, decide which ones we wanted to keep and expand on (for any of the plan sections not just Ag-Forests), and
then we could look at what others set for actions on those specific goals to help us develop our own. One of the plans
had all of the actions/goals at the end (not for each specific section) which really seemed to streamline things. Justa
thought...

Happy reading.

Claire

Claire Golden Lund, PE

Associate Principal/Vice President

GZA | 5 Commerce Park North, Suite 201 | Bedford, NH 03110-6984

0: 603.232.8715 | ¢: 603.340.0495 | claire.lund@gza.com | www.gza.com | LinkedIn

*Please note: Our office is currently working remotely. | can be reached at 603.340.0495.
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not the intended recipient, please be aware that any disclosure, printing, copying, distribution or use of this
information is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy this message and its attachments from your system.
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Upper Merrimack River Corridor Management Plan Vision and Goals

Abstract:

The purpose of this proposal is to support the development of a template and streamlined process for
preparing or updating a Corridor Management Plan. The preparation of these plans can be a daunting
undertaking for small volunteer groups with little to no funding. The Upper Merrimack River will be
used as the example project to demonstrate how the template could be used by a Local Advisory
Committee for this purpose. In general, the process would include the following:

Providing the background and historical viewpoint of the corridor;

Setting a vision for the future;

Identification of resources and assets within the corridor;

Identification of challenges or threats to the corridor;

Identification of partners and other stakeholders with interests in the corridor; and
Setting goals and actions to attain the vision.

A successful outcome of this project would be a usable template and simplified process for preparing a
Corridor Management Plan that provides beneficial guidance for other LACs.



Upper Merrimack Management and Implementation Plan
Purpose Statement

In updating this Management and Implementation Plan, the Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory

Committee recognizes the following statement of purpose:
The newly revised goals, objectives, and recommended activities contained in this management plan will

help protect and manage the unique characteristics and resources of the upper Merrimack while recognizing
the these concerns:

® Preserve and enhance the water quality and natural, scenic, cultural and recreational values of the river
corridor;

®= Maintain local control;

® |ncrease public involvement and education;

Respect the rights of private landowners;
= Recognize the need for balanced use; and

® Recognize present and future generations’ use of the river.

View of the Merrimack River from the Route 4 Bridge in Boscawen looking upstream.



OUTSTANDING RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY (AF)

Background

Agriculture and forestry are two of our most important social and economic assets to maintain a viable,
self-sufficient community and preserve our local heritage for future generations. The upper Merrimack River
is historically rich in agricultural heritage and production, and early settlers cleared forested land for this
purpose. In the early 1700s, the value of the highly enriched soils along the Merrimack River floodplain were
recognized for agricultural production, and today, much of the same floodplain within Boscawen, Canterbury,
Concord, and Franklin is still in agricultural use. These local farms provide a source of quality commodity
crops and feed stock for dairy farms, while preserving valuable scenic buffers, greenbelts, and a connection
to our historical heritage in rapidly developing land areas.

From a statewide perspective and based on fiscal year 2020 economic data, the state’s agriculture
industry was valued at about $850 million with approximately $479 million in direct sales of agricultural and
other horticultural products and services and $372 million associated with direct spending agricultural related
tourist events such as fairs and scenic travel." New Hampshire farmers maintain about 470,000 acres of
crop fields, pasture areas, and tree farms throughout the state.

According to the 2020 New Hampshire Forest Action Plan, “forest-based recreation contributes
approximately $3.1 billion annually to our state’s economy while the forest products industry generates an
additional $1.5 billion of direct economic output.”2

Keeping floodplains in agriculture or forested land uses preserves the natural flood storage capacity that
would otherwise be lost. Residential and commercial development create additional runoff from impervious
surfaces, which increases the risk of downstream erosion resulting in losses of property, human life, and
ecological habitats. As the state’s population continues to shift northward, it brings significant development
pressures, with increased land values and the associated tax burdens. For farmland and forestlands, the
current use tax rate allows land owners to preserve their properties in current or undeveloped condition and
keep the floodplain functioning during floods.

Programs and Resources
Programs and resources for agriculture and forestry include:

e NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (NHDAMF)3 — education and outreach on best
management practices. For example, the NHDAMF has developed an Agricultural BMP Manual that
provides details for proper storage, handling, and application of agricultural compost, manure, and
fertilizer.

o Natural Resources Conservation Service* — offers technical and financial assistance to support
farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners.

e University of NH and County Cooperative Extension® - provide technical assistance, workshops and
support networks in the areas of agriculture and natural resources.

e Forest Stewardship Program6 — provides assistance to forest landowners in New Hampshire for
integrated resources management and long-term planning.

Goals

Communities of the upper Merrimack River watershed value, support, and foster the working landscapes of

agriculture and forestry and manage them for multiple uses.
OBJECTIVE: AF-1 - By 2023, support the conservation of high value lands and community learning
opportunities, particularly at the elementary, middle, and high school levels, to inform the next generation
of decision-makers and recreational water users about the importance of protecting our water resources.

! Agriculture | New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation (nhfarmbureau.org)
? nh-stateforestactionplan_2020.pdf

* Welcome | NH Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food

* Home | NRCS New Hampshire (usda.gov)

5 Extension | University of New Hampshire (unh.edu)

® Forest Stewardship | Land Conservation | NH Division of Forests and Lands




Activities
= Support funding for land conservation for high value agriculture and forestry lands.
= Support the following learning op;mrtunities:
o Project Learning Tree
Project WET®
NH Agriculture in the Classroom”®
On the Farm'®
Project Food, Land & People"’
Project WILD
Envirothon™
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OBJECTIVE: AF-2 — Provide continued active support for and comments on river management and
protection programs implemented by NHDES.

Activities:

= Provide thoughtful reviews and timely comments on permit applications and other documents sent

to UMRLAC for review.

= Continued support of the instream flow program.

= Continued support of River Management Plans.

= Supporting conservation easements and current use in floodplains.

COMMON GOALS FOR CONSIDERATION — FROM SIMILAR PLANS

e Implement public education about land stewardship, responsible behavior in the outdoors
on public or private land and places where access is permitted

e Continue to protect forested riparian buffer and/or riparian wetlands

e Protect indigenous plants and animals through a land conservation strategy

e Protect the scenic character of the riverfront

e Provide for public access areas throughout the corridor

e Improve storm water management and reduce impervious surfaces associated with
existing and future development

e Discourage development on floodplain lands

e Reduce nutrient load and chemical pollutants from upstream riparian sources and prevent
sedimentation, nutrient loading, and pollution from storm water runoff

e Preserve historic and archeological features

e Monitor water quality or support these monitoring activities by others

e get buy-in from landowners to engage in good land stewardship practices that protect the
rivers and associated habitats

e Promote water conservation

e Engage people of all ages to appreciate and protect the resources and services provided by
the Merrimack River and the surrounding landscape using a variety of educational media
and experiences

e Ensure that river protection goals are adequately considered during project review at local,
state, and federal levels

"LEARNING IS IN OUR NATURE - Project Learning Tree (plt.org)

8 Home | Project Wet

? New Hampshire Agriculture in the Classroom | New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation (nhfarmbureau.org)

" TIME for Kids | On the Farm

' Food, Land & People | Educating about how agriculture, the environment and people connect (foodlandpeople.org)
12 Project WILD (fishwildlife.org)

13 NCF-Envirothon — North America's largest high school environmental education competition




Improve and increase appropriate, non-motorized opportunities for public enjoyment
along and in the Merrimack River

Prime farmland, contiguous forest blocks, critical environmental areas and natural beauty
will be recognized as shared resources and conserved as community participation and a
strong sense of place continue to grow.

Negative impacts to water resources and local ecosystems will be minimized through
planned residential-commercial development.

A combination of education, BMPs, land conservation and regulations will be effective at
protecting our water resources from degradation.

The potential to voluntarily conserve land will be viewed as a vital and viable alternative to
land development proposals.

Vegetative buffers along streams will be maintained and enhanced for water quality,
habitat, erosion control, infrastructure protection and scenic purpose

Increased awareness of our shared and precious water resources

Positive individual and public actions to protect those resources

Improved understanding of water-related rights and responsibilities

Dynamic environmental education opportunities for all ages.




