A short review of the 2022 A Guide to River Corridor Management Plans

The guide is an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and five appendices in 54 pages. Our River Corridor
Management Plan (Sept. 2007) is 30 pages once you get past the opening pages.

The guide is not intended as a blueprint, but aims to help LACs develop a river corridor management plan (plan.)
The LACS must develop their plans to support their work protecting resources specific to their river’s and
communities’ needs.

Identify the Reasons for Plan Revision. | would add, needing to know what the purpose of our plan is. We have a
statement in our plan with six bullets that we should keep in mind as we develop our plan elements.

P 8 If your LAC decides to pursue plan revision, having internal agreement about what factor(s) are prompting plan
revision.

Developing a plan is statutorily required.
There are four new requirements in RSA 483:10:

483:10 River Corridor Management Plans. Ii. River corridor management plans developed pursuant to
paragraph | shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(cc) Aquatic connectivity.

(d) Protection of flood plains, meander belts, wetlands, wildlife and fish habitat, and other significant open space
and natural areas.

(j) State-owned lands within the corridor and tributary drainage areas thereof. The plan shall include a
description of the importance of those lands to the characteristics for which the river was designated.

(k) Fluvial geomorphology and risk reduction.

Definitions and statutory language:
483:4 Definitions. — In this chapter:

Il-a. "Aquatic connectivity' means the ability of aquatic organisms to move naturally within and among water
bodies, riparian areas, and floodplains freely without barriers.

IX-b. "Fluvial geomorphology'" means a description of the physical forms and processes of a river or stream,
including but not limited to bank erosion, bed scour, sediment aggradation, channel constrictions, and
modifications, based on historical and field data, that may be used to evaluate the impact of riverine hazards, and
improve management of associated risks.

Xll-a. "Meander belt" means the width on either side of a river channel which the river can occupy through time
as a result of migration.

Section 483:10

483:10 River Corridor Management Plans. —
I. The rivers coordinator shall provide technical assistance to local river management advisory committees,
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regional planning commissions, and municipalities, and shall encourage the development and implementation of
local river corridor management plans pursuant to RSA 483:8-3a, lli(c). In developing these plans, the department
shall coordinate with the department of resources and economic development, the department of fish and game,
the office of energy and planning, the department of agriculture, markets, and food, the department of
transportation, the department of safety, and the division of historical resources.
1. River corridor management plans developed pursuant to paragraph | shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:
(a) Permitted recreational uses and activities.
(b) Permitted non-recreational uses and activities.
(c) Existing land uses.
(cc) Aquatic connectivity.
(d) Protection of flood plains, meander belts, wetlands, wildlife and fish habitat, and other significant open
space and natural areas.
(e) Dams, bridges, and other water structures.
(f) Access by foot and vehicles.
(g) Setbacks and other location requirements.
(h) Dredging, filling, mining, and earth moving.
(i) Prohibited uses.
(j) State-owned lands within the corridor and tributary drainage areas thereof. The plan shall include a
description of the importance of those lands to the characteristics for which the river was designated.
(k) Fluvial geomorphology and risk reduction.
I1l. River corridor management plans developed according to this section may include tributary drainage areas as
determined by the local river management advisory committee.
IV. State agencies shall collaborate with and assist the rivers coordinator and the local river management
advisory committee with the implementation of river corridor management plans.

Because:
483:8-a Local River Management Advisory Committees; Establishment; Duties. —

[ll. The duties of such committees shall be:

(a) To advise the commissioner, the advisory committee, the municipalities through which the designated river
or segment flows, and municipalities within tributary drainage areas on matters pertaining to the management of
the river or segment, tributary drainage areas, and disposal of state-owned lands. Municipal officials, boards, and
agencies shall inform such committees of actions which they are considering in managing and regulating activities
within designated river corridors.

AND

483:14 Disposition of State Property. —
I. No state-owned property adjacent to or providing access to a river shall be disposed of by the state except
upon the review and recommendation of the advisory committee.
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